CONFIDENTTAL NOT FOR CIRCULATION

MINUTES

Permanent Status Negotiations
Taba, Egypt

January 25, 2001

Security Session

Palestinian side: Mohammad Dahlan (MD), Omar Dajani (OD)
Israeli side: Mike Herzog (MH), Pinas Meidan (PM), Daniel Reisner (DR)

MH:  Following on your discussion with Yanai, Id like to discuss the issue of the right
to deploy forces in the Jordan Valley during emergencies. I’d like to note two things in
advance: (1) This is part of the parameters of President Clinton. For us, this is a very
important issue, and I’d like to explain some additional points about our position. (2)
We’re talking about extreme emergency situations, not something that happens every
day, in which there is a concrete threat.

MD:  You’re talking about Israeli forces or international forces?

MH:  No, Israel, though international forces are also there to play a different role. We
have to defend ourselves. So how do we define “emergency”? Clinton putitasa
demonstrable, immediate threat leading to our calling a national state of emergency.

DR:  The last time this occurred was during the Yom Kippur War of 1973.

MH:  From our perspective, this phrasing by President Clinton expresses the situation.
When the emergency ends, our forces will go; it will not be a reoccupation. If you ask

Valley.
PM:  This is better than sending them to the interior of Palestine.

MH:  Since we recognize the problem, we’re willing to define emergencies within the
terms of President Clinton and to agree that the forces will withdraw after the time of
emergency.

MD:  I'd don’t want to return to the same discussion as at Camp David. I understood
the proposal and rejected it. This is not only a problem of sensitivity; it’s a principal
subject that deals with Palestinian sovereignty; it’s not just a matter of form. I understand
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DR:  With the Syrians, we have a line of contact in the Golan, and we had a hidden
wall in Lebanon. The Syrians are straightforward. The Iraqis are not — they attacked us
three times — in 48, 73, and 91.

MH:  This is one of the parameters of Clinton. Do you reject the parameters?

MD:  [Didn’t get response. ]

OD:  If hostile forces entered Jordan an posed an existential threat, would you take
action against them?

MH: It would depend, but for an existential threat — yes.

OD: Do you have an agreement with Jordan to provide for such a situation?
MH: No.

OD:  But you’d do it anyway?

MH:  Yes probably.

OD:  Then why place us in the impossible political situation of demanding such an
agreement?

[Meeting breaks up.]



